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A NON-PROFIT, CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION

YOU CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE!

Make a tax-deductible donation 

today by mailing a gift in the enclosed 

envelope or donating online.

U.S.

guidedogs.com/newsgift

CANADA

gdbinternational.ca

Contact us at 800.295.4050 

ext. 4160 or visit our website at 

guidedogs.com/waystogive 

to learn how you can: 

• Make recurring gifts from your 

bank account, credit card, PayPal, 

IRA, or donor advised fund (DAF)

• Make a stock gift

• Name GDB in your will

• Donate cryptocurrency

• Make an honor or memorial gift

• Have your employer match  

your gift

• Donate your vehicle  

(call 877.DOG.CAR1) 

On occasion, GDB will share 

donor information with like-minded 

non-profit organizations to better 

fulfill our mission. If you do not want 

your information shared, please email 

us at donations@guidedogs.com. 

Full Member

Guide Dogs for the Blind follows the guidelines recommended 

by the Council of U.S. Dog Guide Schools and the International 

Guide Dog Federation for the humane care and training of our 

dogs, and the instruction and services offered to our clients.
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Greetings,

I hope your 2023 is off to a great start! As we embark on 

our 81st year of working toward a world of greater inclusion, 

opportunities, and independence for people who are blind  

or visually impaired, I want to thank you for all you do to help 

move our mission forward. As you know, Guide Dogs for the 

Blind (GDB) does not charge for our services and receives  

no government funding. We depend on generous people like 

you to fund our life-changing programs!

Thanks to your ongoing support, our team is focused on executing a key initiative in our 

strategic plan that calls for serving more clients with a broader range of services throughout 

their lifetimes — all free of charge. To this end, we will:

•  Continue to train the world’s premier guide dogs to serve hundreds of new clients and 

support 2,000 current guide dog teams throughout North America.

•  Enable more clients to receive crucial orientation and mobility skills so they can live  

a life of greater independence with a cane or a canine.

•  Introduce more children and young adults to the guide dog lifestyle through a variety 

of programs, camps, and workshops.

•  Take a more interdisciplinary and holistic approach with our client programs. GDB 

offers emotional support services from our Psychosocial Support Specialist, Jason 

Doorish, Ph.D., and we are piloting other opt-in service offerings with our Orientation  

and Mobility Immersion clients such as hearing screenings with a licensed audiologist  

or physical support with a sports medicine professional.

•  Continue to expand our K9 Buddy Program throughout the U.S., and eventually Canada, 

so people of all ages throughout North America can benefit from these specially selected 

dogs. All K9 Buddy clients will also be eligible for Veterinary Financial Assistance funds.

Throughout the year, we’ll share our progress and how your support is changing lives.  

You can stay up to date on all our news by listening to our Central Bark podcast at  

guidedogs.com/podcast or visiting our blog at guidedogs.com/blog.

Stay tuned. We’re just getting started!

Christine Benninger 

President and CEO
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Some partnerships are just meant to be. Like the partnerships Guide Dogs for the Blind (GDB) 

has with 3,000+ passionate volunteers who donate their time, talents, and hearts. With a staff 

of just 300 employees, volunteers are integral to our organization’s success!

The majority of our volunteers are puppy raisers who live in ten western United States, while 

others serve as campus dog walkers, neonatal puppy cuddlers, puppy socializers, office and 

gift shop assistants, drivers, breeder custodians, and foster care providers.

Jack and Linda Brey have raised 51 puppies over the past 25 years. “The great thing about 

GDB is that you meet so many friends and there’s such a sense of community,” says Jack. 

“Even people you don’t know come up and greet you and thank you for raising a guide dog 

puppy. It’s really remarkable.”

MARY ANN SORICH WITH 

TWO FOSTER DOGS WHILE 

ON A WALK NEAR HER HOME

WARM HEARTS  
MEET WET NOSES
Volunteering Opportunities at Guide Dogs for the Blind
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Allen and Robin Locke volunteer on our Oregon campus. Robin primarily works in the gift shop, walks dogs, 

and cleans the dogs’ food dishes. “I really enjoy all of it. No deed is too big or too small,” says Robin. “When 

I’m walking the dogs, I get in my five miles of exercise, and I like knowing that every dog is well-cared for 

and goes on to live a happy and purposeful life.”

Allen volunteers as a driver, primarily transporting clients and volunteers who are visually impaired to and 

from campus. “I love this organization and enjoy talking with people,” he says. “I enjoy witnessing the bond 

new guide dog clients make with their guide dogs.” Allen says he doesn’t mind picking up clients from the 

airport early in the morning or late at night. “I worked the graveyard shift for 30 years before I retired so  

if I have to get up at 3 am it’s no big deal. I’m happy to help.”

Mary Ann Sorich volunteers in our California campus veterinary clinic and has fostered 43 dogs in her home 

(and counting!). She has a special place in her heart for the senior retired guide dogs. “I am in awe of their 

lifelong dedication to their human partners, their willingness, and constant good natures,” she says. “I want 

to help them into the next stage in their lives: to relax and enjoy retirement. My husband Mark and I get to 

indulge in a lot of pampering of a dog and in return, we get the best reward: the joy of feeling the love and 

devotion that these dogs readily give.”

PUPPY RAISERS LINDA AND 

JACK BREY (FRONT) WITH  

A GUIDE DOG PUPPY IN 

TRAINING, AND MICHELLE 

MCDONALD, (STANDING)  

WHO CO-LEADS THE SANTA 

MARIA PUPPY RAISING CLUB  

IN CALIFORNIA WITH JACK

With so many critical  

volunteer roles at GDB,  

there just might be  

a role for you! 

For more information  

about volunteering, visit 

guidedogs.com/volunteer  

to learn how you can  

become involved. 

We can’t wait to meet you!
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At Guide Dogs for the Blind (GDB), we recognize that there are complexities and nuances 

for our clients when it comes to the emotional and psychological aspects of adjusting to 

blindness and guide dog use. As part of our world-class client services, we offer emotional 

support resources to clients in our guide dog, K9 Buddy, and Orientation & Mobility (O&M) 

Immersion programs, all free of charge.

Lauren Kenney, director of client services, says GDB takes an interdisciplinary and holistic 

approach with our programs to ensure clients feel supported throughout their GDB journey. 

“We don’t just wait for clients to come to us for help, we proactively let them know we 

provide emotional support services around a myriad of issues.”

Heading up this effort is Psychosocial Support Specialist, Jason Doorish, Ph.D. “Jason is  

a clinical expert who brings 15 years of professional experience in the mental health field,” 

explains Lauren. “He completed his dissertation on the impact a guide dog can have on  

family dynamics, and he provides staff education to deepen their understanding and foster  

a ‘person-first’ approach. In addition to his clinical knowledge, Jason’s lived experience as a 

guide handler is invaluable,” says Lauren.

A big part of Jason’s job is helping people navigate the emotional journey that comes with 

having a guide dog, including retiring a guide dog, working with a new guide dog, or saying 

goodbye at the end of a guide dog’s life. He also provides support to clients as they work 

through all aspects of vision loss and connects them to resources in their local communities. 

JASON DOORISH WITH  

GUIDE DOG, MORRY
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“There are a lot of services out there but finding 

them can be exhausting for people,” explains  

Jason. He recalls working with one client who lost 

his eyesight two years ago and had no idea he 

could access free vocational rehabilitative services 

in his area. “Mental health is a health issue, and 

everyone deserves to live a happy and healthy life. 

I enjoy helping people tap into that support.”

Jason lost his eyesight in his 20s due to retinitis 

pigmentosa. He received his first guide dog  

from GDB in 2007, and is currently working with 

his third guide dog, Morry, a black Lab. “GDB  

gave me a sense of freedom and confidence that  

I never thought that I would regain. This experience 

ignited a passion in me to work at Guide Dogs for 

the Blind to help others live their best lives.”

In addition to offering clients emotional support 

resources, GDB is piloting other opt-in services 

for our Orientation and Mobility Immersion clients 

while they are training on our California campus. 

This includes offering physical support services 

with a sports medicine professional and hearing 

screenings with a licensed audiologist. By bringing 

multiple services under the same roof, GDB hopes 

to provide clients with a wide range of support  

that treats the whole person.

HELP PROVIDE A LIFETIME 

JOURNEY OF SUPPORT!

t   $50 helps provide a leash and grooming supplies

t   $100 assists with the cost of a white cane and training materials for one O&M client

t   $250 helps provide psychosocial support services to two clients

t   $500 helps provide veterinary care for a guide dog or K9 Buddy

t   $1,000 helps cover the cost of training for a guide dog team

“Mental health is a health issue,  

and everyone deserves to live  

a happy and healthy life.” 

—Jason Doorish, Ph.D. 

Psychosocial Support Specialist
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Canadian client and Alumni Board member Lui Greco is passionate about raising awareness 

and understanding about blindness. Lui has worked for the Canadian National Institute for 

the Blind (CNIB) since 2011 as Manager of Regulatory Affairs. In addition to serving on GDB’s 

Alumni Board, Lui is a member of the Dartmouth Rotary Club in Nova Scotia and enjoys 

speaking to community-based organizations about the guide dog lifestyle.

“I’m all about building awareness, 

understanding, and empathy,” 

says Lui. “People often go through  

their entire life without meeting 

someone who is blind. I think it’s 

important to say ‘I’m no different 

than you. I do some things a 

little bit differently. I happen to 

have chosen a guide dog as my 

mobility aide,’” explains Lui.  

“My hope is that next time they 

come across someone who has  

a disability, they see us as people 

first, not as a disabled person or 

there’s that guy with that smart 

dog. It’s changing attitudes and 

perceptions about people who 

are blind, and it’s my small part  

of moving that needle.”

Lui received his fourth guide dog, Reid, from GDB in 2019. That same year, he became a 

monthly donor. “From day one, I was so impressed with the commitment and professionalism 

of GDB’s employees.” He notes that his younger sister has been a GDB client for some 30 

years. “I’m extremely grateful to GDB and want others to benefit as we have.” In his spare 

time, Lui enjoys sailing and is a member of the Shearwater Yacht Club.
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“It’s changing attitudes and perceptions  

about people who are blind, and it’s  

my small part of moving that needle.” 

—Lui Greco, Canadian client and Alumni Board member

LUI GRECO WITH  

GUIDE DOG, REID
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WORTH THE WAIT
GDB client and artist Danny Hiemstra likes to  

take his time when he’s painting pet portraits.  

But even he admits that his watercolor of five 

guide dogs took longer than expected. Life  

got in the way and six years passed before he 

completed the painting. Danny and his wife 

Barbara decided to mark the occasion by flying 

from St. Charles, MO., to our California campus to 

present the painting in person to GDB President 

and CEO Christine Benninger.

Danny met Chris while training on campus with  

his black Lab guide dog, Bronte. He and Chris 

got to talking and Danny proposed painting a 

watercolor portrait for her featuring the dogs  

in his training class.

“I am so honored,” remarked Chris. “I have tears  

in my eyes. It’s gorgeous. Thank you, Danny!”

Danny paints pet portraits from digital photos  

that he enlarges on his computer to see detail.  

“I try to capture the soul of the pet. For this 

painting, I wanted to capture each dog’s unique 

personality.” Danny uses a layering technique  

that ads more detail with each layer. He credits 

Barbara for giving him lots of feedback during the 

process. “She’s my critic and keeps me on my toes.”

THANK YOU TO OUR VIRTUAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION EVENT SPONSORS!

LIFETIME TEAM SPONSOR
Suburban Auto Group

K9 BUDDY SPONSOR
Salesforce

NAME A PUPPY SPONSOR
Heather Cohen

William Cohen

Dodge & Cox Private Client Group

Linda & Dale Glasser

Suburban Auto Group

HARNESS SPONSOR
Amergent, Inc.

GMH Builders

Neogen

Pet Emergency & Specialty  

 Center of Marin

DANNY AND BARBARA  

HIEMSTRA WITH HIS 

GUIDE DOG, BRONTE
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THANK YOU TO OUR NEW & CONTINUED SUPPORTERS October 1-December 31, 2022

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE AND FRIEND’S SOCIETY MEMBERS 

Honoring the generous donors who contribute $5,000+ annually.

tMulti-year commitment
* Canadian donor to Guide Dogs for  
the Blind International

VISIONARIES $1 MILLION+
Hind Foundation 

SOUL MATES $100,000-$499,999
Anonymous

Elizabeth A. Gard and Thomas J. Furlongt

Roger Kuppinger

Mildred Murray

The ROMA Foundation

Travers Family Foundationt

Mitsutoshi and Nanako Watanabe

Delores Barr Weaver Family  

 Endowment Fund 1

Robert W. Wood

HEROES $50,000-$99,999
Melinda and John Baum

Carl E. Wynn Foundation

Beverly Christiensen

Clark-Janis Foundation

Dmarlou Foundation — In Memory of  

 Dorothy and Martell J. Kaliski

The Gershen Foundation

The Catherine Kruttschnitt Family

Nancy Eccles and Homer M. Hayward  

 Family Foundation

Patricia Peterson

Michele and Malcolm Russell-Einhorn

Douglas Shumway

PARTNERS $25,000-$49,999
Jim and Chana Jackson — The Ann  

 Jackson Family Foundation

Ann Avila

Anonymous

Mary Sue Bosch

Julie Burnet

The Chris & Melody Malachowsky  

 Family Foundation

The David & Leah Robinson Fund

Elizabeth De Cuevas

Hammack Family Foundation

Jon and Carolyn Kreitz

Lassonde Family Foundationt*

Lee H. & Marion B. Thompson Foundation

Kim and Terrie Livingston

Marge MacLaughlin

The Marini Family Trust

Sharon Meigs

Curtis and Norma Mettler

Travis and Denise Moses

Deborah Neff

Novato Senior Citizens Club

Beth Perrell

Carol Pukli

Ruby Family Foundation

Ann Grube

Henry Peterson Foundation

Annica and James Howard

Linda and Robert Kaliski

Lisa and Derek Kirkland

Monica Krick

Patricia Lenehan Ryan

Patricia and Richard List

The McDonald Family Foundation

Grace McGee

Sandra and Alan Mehrwein

Debbie and Mitch Menaged

Linda and Wallace Migura

Nancy and Seth Mitchner

Ms. Valerie Nagle

OCF Joseph E. Weston Public Foundation

Madeleine M. Palacin — In Loving Memory  

 of Marianna

Dick and Judy Peecook

The Pocket Foundation

Jeannette Revel-Mauro

The Safeway Foundation

Salesforce.com, Inc

Bonnie Sommerville

Carolyn Stone

Catherine Tiffany

Linda Von Rhine

Watson and Susan Warriner

Patricia Whitehead

Carol Whitmire

William E. Dean III Charitable Foundation

Bill Williams

The Janice Spencer Calkin Foundation

Clara Winter

Warren and Claudia Wish

James Zayac and James Schwarz

FRIENDS $5,000-$9,999
Miyade Akira

Anonymous

Ronald and Marcia Antipa

Dianne Barnes

Lee Bates

Susan and Michael Bates

William and Elaine Boggess

Jeffrey and Anna Brooks

Bev Bunch

Casey Burkhardt

Paige Campbell

Al and Pat Ceresa

Joel Cho

Steven and Debbie Cohen

Melinda Conner

Heather and Robert Conradt

Jullia Croker

Denise and Michael Deleray

Gary and Lanaya Dix

Sally Brown McInnes and John Mac  

 McInnes Charitable Trust

Sharon D. Lund Foundation

Lloyd and Ruth Ann Stamp

Sharon Stoesser

Jaime S. Winkler Charitable Fund

COMPANIONS $10,000-$24,999
Evo and Martina G. Alexandre

Alvin and Mary Ann Schoellerman  

 Donor Advised Account

Erika and John Ammirati

Anait Foundation

Ginger and Donald Anderson

Sherrie Anderson

Anonymous

William and Crystal Arnold

Bad Magic Productions

Sharon and Robert Bailey

Margaret Barbour

Mike and Debbi Bassett

Christine Benninger

Bergen Foundation

Betty Stieren Kelso Foundation

The Beverly and Frank Arnstein  

 Foundation

Bill Block Foundation

In honor of Ferrari and Maybelline

Joan C. Boyd

Jill Brandin and Durian Pingree

Julie Bueghly

Carolyn R. Buehner

Robert and Diane Butler

Jamie Carr

Mary Clarke and David Pickard

Heather and William Cohen

Robert Cresta

Debicki Foundation

Diane Delbridge

Dick Hannah Dealerships

David and Alaina Divine

Dodge & Cox Private Client Group

Sandra Donnell and Justin Faggioli

Linda and Peter Dooley — In Memory  

 of Barclay

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Dwight Stuart Youth Fund

EE Murphy Charitable Foundation

The Eugene C. and Florence Armstrong 

Family Foundation

The Fred & Patty Hopp Foundation

Warren Garrison

George and Mary Josephine  

 Hamman Foundation

George W. Gillemot Foundation

Margie and Robert Giles

Charlotte Goddard
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NEW LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS October 1-December 31, 2022

Recognizing the vision of those who have included GDB in their estate plans.

Anonymous (2)

Carla Ada

Elaine Anderson

Grace R. Anderson

Val Banta

Debra Bauer

Steve Bayly

Lin D. Beardsley

Linda and James Becker

Heidi Bigall

Larry Blair

Terrance and Marina Blosser

Melinda Burdette

Nancy Landsverk Busse

Jim and Judy Cline

Ed and Judith Creswell

Tessa Dalton

Jeanne and Donald Dana

Dana Davies

Michael Duigou

Ruth Firestone

Elizabeth S. Folwell

Ellen and William Frost

Kevin and Jennifer Galloway

Sharon Gibson

Margie and Robert Giles

Ronald and Carol Gilmore

Cathy Greenwald

Mary B. Doyle

Art Duncan

Grace and Ed Ehrman

The Eleanor Hutchinson Parker  

 Foundation, Inc.

Linda Ewers

Diane and Dan Farthing

Suzanne and Steve Fisher

Roger Fleck

Thomas Warrington and Elizabeth Folwell

Linda and Dan Fowler

Frank Frand

Fraternal Order of Eagles

Diane Froot

Clara Fuiten

Yvonne Gee

Dianne Geiger

Susan and David Gerke

Ronald and Karen Gilson

Betty Glenn

Greater Milwaukee Foundation, Inc.

Diane Grialou

Grimm Family Foundation

Mrs. Leslie Groussman

David and Patricia Grubb

Mary G. Hamilton

Stephen Hansel

Sherryl Hartman

Bonnie and Tom Herman

Bruce and Joan Herriges

Carol and Brian Gregory

Linda Herwig

Carole J. Higgins

Tracy Hoffman and David Grubb

Anne Hollingsworth-Haley

Jerry and Lynette James

Rita Johnson

Jean and Alan Kay

David M. Keeton

Joyce Kessler

Bozena Kluz

Debra Knight

Dianne Knippel

Teddie Krause

Marta Kurland

Robert Kyle

Leinette Limtiaco

Sandra and Chas Lissman

James Lizer

Mary Lobel

Christine Manzella

Joy Mcbride

Debbie Moore

Alida Morzenti

Commander Roger W. Murphy, USID Ret.

Irva Neff

Norma Nix

Connie L. Peak

Kristin Hite — In Memory of Jack Hanshaw

Bennett and Andrea Holtzman

Karyn Honigsfeld

Patricia Hummel

The Hyman Levine Family Foundation  

 L’Dor V’Dor

James J. Santiago Trust

Joseph K. & Inez Eichenbaum Foundation

Patricia Joseph

Jordan Kalish and Maria Campione

Jimmy and Kate Kawalek

Kerby Family Charitable Fund

Janet Kilty

Peggy Kivel

KLM Foundation

Garrett Kohl

Marta Kurland

Sanford Lavine

Linda and Dennis Leuthauser

Stanley and Christine Lynch

Mary Manley

The McBurney Foundation

Faye Miller

Barbara and Kenneth Milles

Megan and Alex Minkiewicz

Eri and Eric Minoura

James and Ann Morrissey

Grant and Gina Mulligan

Miyo Okubo

Orvis Sporting Traditions

Martha Ratzke

John and Mildred Reppeto

Bill and Lindy Richardson

Georgia C. Russell

Eleanor (Pat) Schoen

Marty Scott

Jan and Gary Seals

Dennis Shepard

Bonnie and Steve Sloane

Patricia H. Smith

Ingrid and Richard Spies

Judy and Cory Stepanek

Roy and Karine Stinson

Paul Stockton

Suzanne Suhling

Janet Sunderland

David Terry

Leigh Thalhimer

Catherine Tiffany

Barbara Tomek

Beth and Steve Toper

Monique Tyler

Linda Valdez

Barbara and Robert Wells

Carol Whitmire

Deborah Wood

James E. Young

Betsy H. Zern

Cathy and Rick Osgood

Pesznecker Brothers, Inc.

Pope Family Foundation

Nancy V. Powell

Quentin & Virginia Peterson  

 Charitable Foundation

May Qwan

Danny & Erica Ramos

Patrick Remolacio

Kent Rickabaugh

Nancy Rudolph and Martin Gunsaullus

Beth Russell

Elaine Sarkaria

Susie and Ted Schaefer

Elaine Shay

John Sivertsen

Mary Specht

Howard Standish

Mickie Stokes

Douglas and Gabriela Stuart

Mary Stuckey

Audrey Vankinsbergen

Linda Wagner

Robert Waller

Weldon and Marilyn Wankier

Susan Warmbrand

Kim F. Wiseman

Jack Witkin

Eugene and Lai Wong

Patricia Wright
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________  Email: __________________________________________________

GIFT ANNUITY PROPOSAL
Return to: 

Joan Scott, Planned Giving

Guide Dogs for the Blind

P.O. Box 151200

San Rafael, CA 94915-1200

q How would a charitable gift annuity work for me? (Minimums: age 50, $5,000 gift)

q Please include an illustration using my IRA to fund a CGA. 

My birthdate: ___________     #2 Annuitant’s birthdate: ___________

Sample gift amount:   q $5,000   q $10,000   q $25,000   q Other: $ ___________

Are you looking to generate reliable income, save on 

taxes, and create life-changing partnerships between 

people and guide dogs?

Charitable gift annuities (CGA) rates are the highest 

they have been in a decade! Also, it is now possible 

to fund a CGA with funds from your IRA. Complete 

and mail the coupon below or call us at 415.499.4468 

for more information.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES WITH 

CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES
5 Creative Ways to Gift  
Real Estate for Income  

and Tax Benefits
with Tom Horton, JD, 

Intl. Planned Giving Director

 
Wednesday 

March 29, 2023
12:00 to 1:00pm PT

Register at guidedogs.com/plan

ATTEND OUR WEBINAR

P.O. Box 151200

San Rafael, California 

94915-1200


